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Abstract

This study examines the representation of “Iranian society” in official
secondary school English textbooks in Iran. The main objective of the
study is to examine the thematic content of the aforementioned books
and to assess the comprehensiveness, accuracy, and diversity of the
image they present of “Iranian society”. To this end, the subject-
oriented sections (illustrations, conversations, and reading
comprehension texts) of English textbooks for the first and second
years of theoretical secondary school (six book titles) and their
corresponding books in the technical and professional/Kaar-o-
Daanesh (Work and Knowledge) category (two book titles) were
subjected to qualitative content analysis through coding based on the
criteria of (1) cultural diversity (diversity of values, lifestyle,
language, and the like) and (2) social diversity (differences in
economic and social class). The main categories identified include 1.
National identity, 2. Formal education, 3. Social interactions, 4.
Religious identity, 5. Lifestyle, 6. Science and technology, 7. Nature,
8. Occupations, 9. Public services, 10. Geography, 11. Prominent
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figures, and 12. Tourism, and the objective realities of “Iranian
society” (with its cultural and social pluralism, diversity, and
multiplicity) are rarely represented in the books. Based on the findings
of the study, it is suggested that the content of secondary school
English books is revised and improved with a multifaceted approach,
diversifying images and narratives, and utilizing modern educational
technologies.

Keywords: Iranian Society, English Language Teaching, Textbook,
Secondary School, Deductive Qualitative Content Analysis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Studies have shown that in many English language textbooks, the
representation of the native culture and national identity of the
audience is limited and the main focus is on the representation of
Western culture and the values of English-speaking countries
(Baleghizadeh, 2011; Davari et al., 2018). From an educational
perspective, incomplete or inaccurate representation of Iranian society
in foreign language teaching resources for Iranian adolescents can
have widespread consequences. The main purpose of the present study
is to examine the representation of “Iranian society” in secondary
English language teaching books. The study attempts to determine the
extent to which cultural and social realities, national identity, and
social values of Iran are reflected in the aforementioned educational
content and to show how curriculum materials can be developed and
improved in a way that both achieves the goals related to foreign
language teaching and strengthens students’ cultural and national
identity.

Research Background

In general, the research background shows that English language
textbooks in Iran are designed under the influence of the cultural
values and norms of English-speaking countries and at the same time
have unequal gender representation. Also, insufficient attention to the
indigenous culture of Iran and the prominence of the culture of
English-speaking countries in the books have resulted in the national
and cultural identity of students being less represented in them.
Content weaknesses, grammar-oriented teaching, and lack of attention
to cultural and social messages are other weaknesses of these books
that can affect language learning and the transmission of cultural
concepts. The focus of the present study is the representation of
(components and themes related to) “Iranian society” in official
secondary English textbooks in Iran and the assessment of the
comprehensiveness, accuracy, and diversity of the image of this
society presented in the aforementioned books. The study, by
understanding the content gap that can be considered in this regard,
can provide a basis for a deeper and more systematic study of the
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representation of the concepts, themes, and objective values of Iranian
society in official English textbooks in Iran.

Method

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical
in terms of nature and method with a qualitative (deductive) content
analysis approach.

Conceptual framework and analytical approach: The present
research is based on qualitative content analysis and on the two main
axes of analysis: "cultural diversity” (diversity of values, lifestyles,
languages, and cultural symbols) and "social diversity" (representation
of different social classes, economic situations, and social roles).

Population and sample: The statistical population of the present
study includes the new edition (2025) of official secondary school
English textbooks (in theoretical, technical, vocational, and Kaar-o-
Daanesh (Work and Knowledge) branches) published by the Ministry
of Education of Iran. Since the size of the population was limited and
the analysis of the entire collection was necessary to achieve
comprehensive results, all eight textbook titles (six titles in the
theoretical category and two titles in the technical and
professional/Kaar-o-Daanesh (Work and Knowledge) category) were
examined in their entirety.

To conduct the research, the subject-oriented sections (including
images, conversations on different pages, and comprehension texts) of
various lessons of the targeted English books were first analyzed in
general terms in terms of the presence/absence of social themes
related to Iran (especially in accordance with the topics mentioned in
the initial list of books) and then, based on the criteria of (a) cultural
diversity (diversity of values, customs, language, etc.) and (b)
diversity. Social (economic and social class differences) were
accurately coded and qualitatively categorized, with a deductive
approach, content analysis (textual and visual).

Findings

The results of the evaluation conducted in this study collectively show
that the majority of the content of secondary language textbooks
focuses on the categories of 1. National identity, 2. Formal education,
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3. Social interactions, 4. Religious identity, 5. Lifestyle, 6. Science
and technology, 7. Nature, 8. Jobs, 9. Public services, 10. Geography,
11. Prominent figures, and 12. Tourism, and the objective realities of
"Iranian society” (with its multiplicity, diversity, and cultural and
social pluralism) are rarely represented in them.

Conclusion

Based on the results of the present study, it seems that the neglect of
policymakers and planners in preparing and compiling secondary
school curriculum materials and/or their expedient educational
policies, contrary to the strong recommendations of research in the
field of English language education, has caused the "lranian society"
in official secondary school textbooks in Iran to be, at best, limited to
a stratified, catalyzed, and reduced form (to a few specific areas such
as education, science and technology, and physical geography). The
practical solutions proposed in this study can help educational
planners in the policy-making process, by analyzing the current
situation, consider cultural, social, and identity issues in a more
professional and expert manner, and by modifying and improving the
content through pathology, develop programs to strengthen the
national and cultural identity in English language teaching, which in
turn leads to a correct understanding of Iranian society on the one
hand and to a sense of belonging to this society on the other.
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