Quarterly Journal of Social Sciences PRESS
Vol. 31, No.107, Winter 2025, P 1-42
qjss.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/qjss.2025.84993.2874

& ATU
DMd

Founding Social Theory in Language: Linguistic Turn
and Peter Berger

Seyed Esmaeil Assistant Professor Of Sociology, Shiraz
Masoudi “='* University, Shiraz, Iran
Mohammad Taghi Professor Of Sociology, Shiraz University, Shiraz,
Iman Iran

. . Phd Student In Sociology, Shiraz University,
Hossein Abbasi Shiraz, Iran

Abstract

Peter Berger, a prominent contemporary sociologist, introduced a new
social theory in the twentieth century with his theory of “the social
construction of reality.” The “linguistic turn” is also recognized as one
of the intellectual movements of this century. This article aims to
analyze whether the social theory presented by Peter Berger falls
within the framework of the linguistic turn. Therefore, using a
documentary method and interpreting Berger’s textual data along with
other scholars, the article first clarifies the term “linguistic turn” in
philosophy and sociology, examines the role of language in the
sociology of Durkheim and Weber, and then compares it with
Berger’s views. The findings indicate that although Berger did not use
the term “linguistic turn” in his works, he transcended the theories of
Durkheim and Weber—who are the primary foundations of his social
theory—by relying on the turn in cognitive sociology, thereby
adopting the linguistic turn and constructing his own theory.
Additionally, the way Berger’s social theory is based on the linguistic
turn, or what he himself refers to as “the sociology of language,” is

* Corresponding Author: se.masoudi@hafez.shirazu.ac.ir

How to Cite: Masoudi, S. E., Iman, M. T., Abbasi, H. (2025). Founding Social
Theory in Language: Linguistic Turn and Peter Berger, Quarterly Journal of Social
sciences, 31(107), 1-42. DOI: 10.22054/qjss.2025.84993.2874

Date Received: 2025 March 24 Date Accepted: 2025 September 28 Original Research

elSSN: 2538-2772

ISSN: 1735/1162


https://orcid.org/0009-0001-0462-0448
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9660-6458
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-8451-6061

Winter 2025| No.107 | Vol. 31 | Quarterly Journal of Social sciences| 2

analyzed through the inference of seven conceptual elements. The
conceptual relationship of these elements with “everyday life” is also
delineated, and finally, the implications of the “linguistic structure of
everyday life” for social research in Iran are discussed.

Keywords: Linguistic Turn, Social Theory, Social Construction of
Reality, Everyday Life, Peter Berger, Sociology of Language.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Peter Berger is one of the most prominent sociologists of the 20th
century. He presented the book The Social Construction of Reality (A
Treatise on the Sociology of Knowledge) as a new theoretical
framework for understanding the processes of the development of
social reality. By proposing three dialectical moments, he showed that
"society” is something that is in flux and not static; if it is to be
understood, it must be considered as a "process" of constructing social
reality. Understanding the changing demands a specific logic, which
Berger explains in the aforementioned book. On the other hand, in
philosophy and social sciences, the "linguistic turn™ was formed as
one of the most important intellectual movements of the 20th century,
which transformed our attitude towards language and its relationship
with consciousness and society. In this context, the main question is
what is the position of Berger's theory towards the linguistic turn and
to what extent can he be considered under the "linguistic turn". That
is, it becomes clear what is the relationship between Berger's
understanding of language and his understanding of society, or in a
sense, social theory.

Methodology and Research Question

The present study, using a documentary approach and analyzing
Berger's original texts, and comparing it with the opinions of
Durkheim, Weber, and the linguistic turn movement, seeks to answer
this question:

1. Can Berger's theory of the social construction of reality be
interpreted within the framework of the "linguistic turn™?

2. What is the role of language in his theory and how is it linked to
everyday life?

3. What are the conceptual elements of the linguistic turn in Berger's
thought?

Findings

* Linguistic turn in philosophy and sociology

Before the linguistic turn in philosophy and social sciences, that is, in
Habermas's terms, the "discourse of the philosophy of consciousness,"
consciousness had a hierarchical and epistemological priority over
language. However, with the occurrence of the linguistic turn, this
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relationship changed. In post-turn approaches, language was
understood not as a passive tool, but as an active and determining
structure. The transition from the “priority of consciousness over
language” to the “priority of language over consciousness”, as one of
the most fundamental philosophical shifts of the twentieth century,
transformed our understanding of the relationship between thought
and language as a whole; and this transformation also changed social
thought. The way in which this transformation was realized in social
theory, and in particular in Peter Berger’s social theory, is of
fundamental importance.

* Berger’s turn in the sociology of Knowledge

Criticizing Scheler and Mannheim, Berger brought the sociology of
Knowledge from the margins to the center of social theory. He sought
“Knowledge” not in the ideas of the elite, but in the “everyday life” of
people. This turn required attention to language as the foundation of
Knowledge.

* Berger’s transcendence of the instrumentalist view of language and
reaching the level of social ontology:

1. Berger considers language as an intermediary between the
subjective and objective spheres of society.

2. Language enables the accumulation of social knowledge and the
creation of “semantic areas”.

3. Language goes beyond the here and now and enables rethinking of
everyday life.

4. Language creates cognitive and social order through the
categorization of experiences.

5. The triple dialectic of externalization, Objectivation, and
internalization occurs only through language.

6. For Berger, everyday life is a “superior reality” that can only be
understood and reproduced through language; everyday conversations
play a central role in establishing and legitimizing the social order.

7. Comparison with Durkheim and Weber showed that by combining
two conflicting imperatives (“the social as object” and “meaningful
action”) and placing language as an intermediary, Berger presents a
dialectical theory that encompasses both objectivity and subjectivity.

Results
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Berger's theory can be considered among the theories influenced by
the linguistic turn, although he did not use this term directly. His
innovation is that by focusing on everyday life and language, he
explains society not as something purely objective or subjective, but
as a dialectical process. Language in Berger's thought is both a tool of
socialization and provides the possibility of criticism and rethinking in
everyday life. In this way, the theory of the social construction of
reality should be considered a linguistic theory that will be incomplete
without considering the position of language. This view has important
implications for social research in Iran. First, it shows the necessity of
paying attention to linguistic and dialectal diversity in the research
process. Second, it highlights the importance of understanding the
historical and symbolic accumulation existing in Persian and other
languages common in Iran. Third, it points out the necessity of
understanding the symbolic world of everyday life of Iranians as an
inseparable part of social reality. Therefore, Berger's theory not only
provides an analytical framework for understanding society, but also
suggests a sensitive methodology for field studies in complex
linguistic-cultural contexts such as Iran.
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4. Objectivation

5. Internalization

6. Essence of Human Being

7. Construct Human Structures
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