Quarterly Journal of Social Sciences
Vol. 31, No.106, Fall 2024, P 159-193
qjss.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/qjss.2025.84925.2872

The Nature, Causes, and Impact Analysis of Police
Militarization

& ATU
DMd

Master's student in Jurisprudence and
Fundamentals of Islamic Law, Faculty of
Theology, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

*

Saeedeh Soleymani

. . Judge & PhD student Criminal Law and
Azim Aghababaei Criminology, Department of Criminal Law and
Taghanaki Criminology, Faculty of Law, Tarbiat Modares
University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Police militarization as a mechanism to combat complex and
organized crimes, as well as security threats, has gained attention in
recent years in many countries, including Iran, particularly within the
framework of differentiated security-oriented criminal policies
targeting specific crimes. This research, conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method and library resources, examines the
conceptual foundations, reasons, and socio-political consequences of
police militarization, drawing on comparative studies of military
police in countries such as the United States, Mexico, and Iran. The
findings reveal that while proponents highlight advantages such as
quicker responses to armed threats, increased crime deterrence, and
enhanced psychological security, police militarization in practice
carries significant unintended consequences. These include heightened
mutual violence between police and citizens, diminished public trust
in law enforcement institutions, intensified class disparities, and the
suppression of marginalized groups. Additionally, reliance on costly
military equipment and repressive strategies has not only failed to
reduce crime rates but has also undermined democratic quality and the
legitimacy of criminal justice systems. The results of this research
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emphasize the necessity of rethinking security policies, prioritizing a
balance between security and civil liberties, and implementing
community-oriented,  culture-oriented, and economy-oriented
programs.

Keywords: Law Enforcement Police, Military Police, Police
Militarization, Community-Oriented Police, Law Enforcement Force.
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1. Introduction

Police militarization, as a process wherein law enforcement agencies
increasingly adopt military equipment, tactics, and culture to counter
crimes and security threats, has emerged as a pivotal topic in recent
years within criminological and penal sociological studies. This
phenomenon, rooted in differentiated security-oriented criminal
policies, has garnered attention across various nations, including the
United States, Mexico, and Iran, often justified as a response to
organized crime, terrorism, and social unrest. In Iran, considering the
post-1979 Islamic Revolution transformations and the consolidation of
law enforcement institutions under the Islamic Republic of Iran Law
Enforcement Command (Faraja) in 1991, the discourse on police
militarization is intertwined with political, social, and cultural issues.
This process can profoundly influence police-community relations and
pose challenges such as balancing security with civil liberties. The
present article, through a conceptual examination of police
militarization, its formative rationales, and socio-political
ramifications, seeks to foster a deeper understanding of this
phenomenon within the framework of Iran's policing policies. The
research objectives encompass analyzing the advantages and
disadvantages of this approach, comparing global experiences, and
proposing strategies for more efficacious policy-making.

2. Literature Review

Studies on police militarization commenced in the 1990s in Western
countries, particularly the United States. Research such as that by
Kraska and Kappeler (1997) focused on the proliferation of SWAT
teams as emblematic of police militarization, demonstrating its
expansion from major to minor urban centers. Balko (2006 and 2013)
examined the escalation of military equipment in urban policing,
linking it to anti-drug policies. Following incidents like the killing of
Michael Brown in Ferguson (2014), police reform movements, as
described by Sanburn (2014), underscored the harms of militarization.
In Mexico, investigations by Flores-Macias and Zarkin (2021 and
2024) indicate heightened human rights complaints and diminished
democratic quality ensuing from militarization. In China, Bolduc
(2016) portrays militarization as a reaction to communist threats post-
Cultural Revolution. In Iran, limited research, such as that by Azizi
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(1401/2022), concentrates on the police prevention strategic document
and the equilibrium between security and civil freedoms. Iranidoust et
al. (1403/2024) emphasize community-oriented and prevention-
centered models, while Norouzi et al. (1394/2015) analyze structural
challenges in policing. Comparative studies like Mummolo (2018)
reveal that militarization frequently leads to eroded public trust.

3. Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing upon
library resources. Comparative analyses of the United States, Mexico,
and Iran form the basis of the inquiry, with data sourced from articles,
books, and official documents.

4. Findings

The research findings indicate that the concept of police militarization
encompasses five dimensions: material (e.g., military equipment),
psychological (alteration of officers' mindset), cultural (militaristic
discourse), organizational (establishment of command centers akin to
military structures), and operational (execution of operations grounded
in military paradigms). Proponents of militarization highlight benefits
such as swifter responses to armed threats and collective disturbances,
as military gear facilitates prompt neutralization of disorder and
proves essential in confronting terrorists or armed traffickers.
Furthermore, enhanced deterrence is rationalized via elevated crime
costs under rational choice theory, wherein offenders perceive
heightened arrest probabilities. Augmenting citizens' psychological
security constitutes another advantage, as the visibility of military
equipment bolsters perceptions of police authority and elevates
societal security. Risk management is also supported through
preemptive punitive prevention prior to crime commission, such as
curbing drug-related offenses. Ultimately, bolstering public trust in
policing is deemed justifiable through demonstrations of authority and
efficacy in safeguarding security.

Nevertheless, the adverse consequences of militarization are more
pervasive. Escalated reciprocal violence between police and citizens
emerges as a primary ramification, as military training amplifies
inclinations toward initial force deployment, thereby breaching the
social contract. Empirical studies demonstrate that this approach
augments civilian fatalities and provokes aggressive behaviors.
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Diminished police popularity ensues, as force application violates
human rights and instills fear of law enforcement, which contravenes
the Islamic jurisprudential principle prohibiting aversion from
religion. Suppression of society's vulnerable strata, akin to minorities
in the United States, exacerbates class cleavages and incites social ire.
Inflated crime control expenditures via costly equipment impose
substantial fiscal burdens. Reduced officer safety itself constitutes
another finding, as suspects exert greater efforts in countering
militarized police, employing advanced weaponry. Democratic quality
erosion manifests through weakened public support for law
enforcement and surging human rights grievances, as observed in
Mexico with a 154% increase. Finally, diminished authority of the
police and criminal justice system occurs, as authority is predicated on
legitimacy and consent rather than mere power, with militarization
undermining such foundations. In Iran, evolutions such as the
elevation of NAJA to Faraja have amplified militarization potential,
yet the prevention strategic document insists on community-oriented
models.

5. Results

The research results underscore the imperative for reevaluating
security policies, advocating prioritization of equilibrium between
security and civil rights. Rather than emphasizing repression-oriented
approaches, community-centered, culture-centered, and economy-
centered programs should be implemented to fortify public trust and
diminish crime rates. In Iran, transitioning toward active prevention
models leveraging emerging technologies such as artificial
intelligence and non-invasive surveillance, coupled with officers'
psychological training, can serve as a viable alternative to
militarization. This paradigm not only preserves the legitimacy of the
criminal justice system but also enhances democratic quality and
mitigates social tensions. Ultimately, policymakers must consider
global experiences to adopt apt differentiated policing policies,
thereby alleviating militarization's detriments
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1. Risk management
2. Preventive justice
3. Punitive measures
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