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Abstract

Within a Neo-Kantian framework, this article argues that historical—
cultural reality is both infinite and lacks any rational form; therefore,
its scientific cognition requires a methodical reconstruction by means
of concepts. The guiding question is how necessity and objectivity can
arise in the cultural sciences when unity and universality are not
given. First, a principle of selection clearly identifies aims and
cognitive interests that demarcate the field of inquiry. Second,
conceptual formation and the constitution of the object integrate
selected elements into a unified order. On this basis, Rickert’s value-
relevance (Wertbeziehung) explains how the “historical individual” is
constructed as the object that makes history a science; values function
as intersubjective criteria for selection and ordering, thereby shifting
necessity from being (Sein) to validity (Geltung). In continuity with
and critique of Rickert—and amid the dispute between the German
Historical School and the Austrian School—Weber devises ideal types
as methodological utopias and analytically testable constructs. The
concrete becomes knowable only after comparison with ideal types
and then, ultimately, through inductive empirical rules that determine
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causal and meaning adequacy. The article concludes that necessity
issues not from reality itself but from the joint operation of selection
and conceptual formation, so objectivity is normative-conceptual
rather than metaphysical.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article, through a re-examination of Neo-Kantian philosophy
with a focus on the thought of Heinrich Rickert and Max Weber,
addresses the guiding question of how “necessity” and “objectivity”
can arise in the cultural sciences if historical—cultural reality is, a
priori, devoid of rational form and ontological unity. The central claim
is that, within the Neo-Kantian tradition, necessity does not emerge
from the immanent fabric of empirical reality but from a normative—
conceptual framework constructed in two interrelated steps: first, the
principle of selection and the determination of cognitive interests and
aims, which delineate the field of reality for scientific inquiry; second,
the conceptual constitution of the object, which organizes the selected
elements into a coherent conceptual order. On this basis, Rickert’s
notion of value-relation (Wertbeziehung) and Weber’s elaboration of
the ideal type as a methodological utopia demonstrate that objectivity
in the cultural sciences is the product of intersubjective validity and
conceptual construction, rather than the immediate reflection of any
necessity inherent in reality itself.

Adopting a conceptual-historical approach, the article analyzes
the Neo-Kantian reconfiguration of the relation between being (Sein)
and validity (Geltung) and shows how the shift from the domain of
being to that of validity entails the primacy of the normative in the
process of knowledge. The first level of reconstructing reality is the
principle of selection: without it, no meaningful distinction between
the “necessary” and the “contingent” would be possible and scientific
inquiry would collapse. The second level is the conceptual formation
of the object, through which the individual event is transformed into a
proper object of scholarly investigation. Together, these two levels
constitute the conditions of possibility for a scientific study of
historical-cultural phenomena and provide the methodological
foundation for concept formation in the cultural sciences.

At the core of Rickert’s project lies the confrontation with the
irrationality and infinity of reality: historical reality is not only
quantitatively boundless but also qualitatively heterogeneous, resisting
any total representation. His solution is the construction of the
historical individual on the basis of value-relation: the historian
selects, from the infinite manifold of phenomena, those aspects that
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are significant in light of cultural values and cognitive interests,
thereby building a conceptually unified and historically meaningful
object. In this way, necessity is displaced from the level of “being” to
that of “validity,” and the ought—understood as a system of a priori,
binding forms—provides the criteria of universality and necessity for
historical judgments. Rickert’s tripartite distinction between
subjective-individual, subjective-general, and objective values,
together with his insistence on the independence of objective values
from any actual acts of valuation, underpins this normative shift:
scientific objectivity rests not on mirroring empirical reality but on the
binding force of validity and conceptual form.

To overcome the threat of value relativism, Rickert appeals to the
possibility of forming general and universal values and seeks to
ground objectivity in the a priori presuppositions of practical reason.
The article shows that Weber, while accepting the key Neo-Kantian
premises—uvalidity over being, and the non-rational, infinite character
of reality—moves beyond this point. Confronting the polytheism of
values, Weber renounces reliance on the universality of values and
instead grounds objectivity in self-sufficient analytical constructs he
calls ideal types. Ideal types are historical-analytical concepts formed
by one-sided accentuation of meaningful and abstract features; they
are never found in their pure form in empirical reality. Weber
distinguishes between different kinds of ideal types (individual,
generic, law-like) and shows how, through systematic comparison and
inductively testable rules, one can move from these conceptual
constructs to empirically grounded and objective causal and
interpretive judgments about reality.

Weber’s solution for the possibility of cultural science—his
conception of ideal types—must be understood against the backdrop
of the methodological debate between the German Historical School
and the Austrian School. The article elucidates this context: whereas
the Historical School privileges empirical abundance and inductive
generalization, the Austrian School insists on rational, abstract
models. Drawing selectively from both, while remaining within a
broadly Neo-Kantian horizon, Weber argues that a valid social science
is impossible without abstract conceptual constructs that render
experience comparable. In other words, models and ideal types are
indispensable for transforming raw experience into scientific
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knowledge; only in relation to them can concrete reality be subjected
to causal and interpretive assessment.

The article concludes that, for the Neo-Kantians, “necessity” in
the cultural sciences is not a metaphysical property of the world but
the outcome of linking the principle of selection with conceptual
construction. Through intersubjective validity and testable causal-
meaningful procedures, this linkage enables a distinct form of
objectivity. From this perspective, the social sciences do not merely
mirror an antecedent rational order but reconstruct reality through the
mediation of reason, imposing conceptual order upon the chaos of
infinite historical life. The contribution of the study lies in
systematically reconstructing the internal logic of these two levels and
in clarifying both the continuity and the divergence between Rickert
and Weber in their responses to the problem of necessity: Rickert by
appealing to value-relation and the horizon of a priori objective
values, and Weber by advancing ideal types as methodological utopias
coupled with empirically testable rules of causal and interpretive
adequacy. Thus, objectivity in the cultural sciences is achieved not by
discovering necessity but by validating it through conceptual
frameworks and methodological constraints—a result that integrates
ontology, epistemology, and methodology into a unified perspective.
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