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Introduction

Moral and social corruption, including prostitution, is one of the most important
abnormalities that contribute to the degeneration of societies due to the various
harms it causes.

To effectively deal with the spread of social deviations such as prostitution, it is
essential to understand its roots. This understanding can help adopt approaches and
find appropriate tools to combat these issues and improve the health of society.
Therefore, rapid, rational, and comprehensive decision-making by officials is crucial
to control and reduce social harms. In addition, a scientific understanding of these
harms, along with methods for their prevention and control, is essential.

These conditions make it necessary to design a model for dealing with social harms
that, by utilizing domestic and foreign experiences, allows for the identification of
effective solutions and measures to reduce and eliminate these issues. Based on the
theory of social capital, this study argues that social harms, including prostitution,
result from disruptions in various subsystems of the social structure. This disruption
indicates that social institutions are not playing their role effectively, leading to a
lack of essential cultural, social, and economic capital. Disruption in the
socialization process, especially through key institutions such as the family,
education, and the media, significantly affects the decline of various forms of
capital, especially cultural capital.

Materials and Methods
In this study, a comparative research method is employed to leverage the
experiences of other countries in developing a model for exposure and intervention
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to reduce the problem of prostitution. The analysis utilizes data from the latest
annual report on AIDS by the United Nations, which covers 161 countries from
2016 to 2018.

Based on this data, along with the global map of legal exposure to prostitution,
countries were classified into three main categories: illegal, legal, and limited legal.
To facilitate comparison, countries with lower prevalence rates of prostitution were
selected based on the average number of prostitutes within each group.

Data was collected from various information sources, including books, articles,
websites, and databases that contain statistical information and documents related to
the state of prostitution in these countries. This process involved examining
exposure models, policies, laws, and intervention methods.

Results

According to the latest annual UN report on AIDS, a total of 90,000 prostitutes have
been identified in Iran. This figure represents a prevalence rate of 0.1%, which is
approximately 10 prostitutes per 10,000 people. Out of 161 countries, Iran ranks
114th in terms of the ratio of prostitutes to the population.

Evidence suggests that the approaches adopted by the Nordic countries vary
considerably. Norway, Finland, and Iceland have faced several challenges in
adopting the Swedish policy model. Law enforcement often fails to effectively
enforce the law. Research has highlighted some negative consequences of the
Swedish approach that should be considered by countries seeking to adopt similar
policies. These negative effects include increased vulnerability of sex workers and
an increase in victims of trafficking. Critics argue that the Swedish government
tends to ignore the undesirable consequences of the law.

In Africa, the situation regarding prostitution and legal approaches is very different.
While sex work is a common phenomenon, largely driven by widespread poverty, it
is also widely criminalized across the continent. This intense criminalization and
associated stigma shape interactions between sex workers and their clients, as well
as their relationships with family, community members, and social structures such as
law enforcement and social services. Legally, prostitution is not completely illegal
in India. In fact, India’s legal framework places it in the category of countries with
limited law. While the act of prostitution itself is not illegal, several related
activities—such as pimping, running and managing brothels, child prostitution,
pimping, and trafficking—are prohibited. Despite this legal framework, brothels
continue to operate illegally in many cities, including Mumbai, Kolkata, Bangalore,
and Chennai.
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Conclusion

The theoretical model presented in this study is a capital-based model that offers a
posteriori and a priori policy solutions based on the nature and requirements of each
issue under consideration. For example, in many countries, the approach to
prostitution is legal, and governments try to control this phenomenon by legalizing
or criminalizing it completely or partially. Some countries take a backward approach
and focus on the reform and rehabilitation of those involved in prostitution by
increasing their capital, which is considered a more progressive policy. Most
societies, especially in the West, have a pathological view of prostitution. As a
result, governments, NGOs, and even the general public try to control or eliminate
this phenomenon. However, prostitution still exists, and no country has completely
eradicated it. In some countries, there is an economic and profit-oriented view that
considers the existence of prostitution beneficial for the tourism industry; Of course,
these countries, such as Africa or East Asia, are more suitable for sex tourism and
are moving the industry abroad, while trying to reduce its presence within the
country. However, some countries have managed to reduce prostitution statistics
compared to other countries through specific measures. There is no one-size-fits-all
solution when it comes to legal and regulatory frameworks.

Keywords: Prostitution, Order, Capital-Oriented Policy, Empowerment,
Comparative Study
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