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Introduction

In general, urban space is a mutual connection between relationships and behaviors.
That means, while it is the place of proximity of individual identities, it is the most
important factor in acquiring identity in urban life and affects human behaviors and
relationships. Public spaces are one of the most important parts of any city, because
most encounters and interactions between different social groups take place in them,
and they include all the parts to which people have physical and visual access. It is
because of the role of urban public spaces in strengthening the socio-cultural image
of the city that special attention is paid to these spaces in urban development
programs nowadays.

Tehran, as the largest city in Iran in terms of economy and population, needs socio-
cultural benefits from urban public spaces more than any other city in the country.
Therefore, the present study aims to study the factors influencing the amount and
type of use of public spaces by young adults in Tehran.

Research Question(s)

The purpose of the present study is to answer the following questions through
analyzing factors affecting young adults’ use of urban public spaces:

1. To what extent do young adults living in Tehran use urban public spaces for their
elective and social activities?

2. What factors make urban public spaces unsuitable for their elective and social
activities?

3. What are the main elective and social activities of young adults in Tehran's
public spaces?
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Literature Review

In the context of the present topic, Elaheh Abniki (2012) has conducted a
sociological study of the use of public space by youth in Tehran. This study focuses
on shopping malls in Tehran and mainly on theories of power. Nazila Rashidpour
(2010) has also studied the quality and desirability of public space in the streets of
Tabriz and has evaluated the public places of this city according to various
indicators of the quality of public space.

Fleury-Bahi et al. (2008) have studied the factors affecting the level of satisfaction
with the environment.

Materials and Methods

In the present study, the Quantitative method and survey have been used. First, with
the method of documentary study, primary information was collected, and then the
sample community was examined using interviews and questionnaires. The
statistical population of this study includes all people over 15 years old living in
Tehran.

In this research, Cochran's formula was used to determine the sample size. The final
sample is considered equal to 600, and the obtained sample size was divided
according to the population of each district.

Results

The results of the study show that youth are dissatisfied with the lack of security,
especially in the streets, and do not consider these spaces to be very safe. Moreover,
the findings indicate that the main reason for the presence of youth in these spaces is
to spend leisure time and meet friends. And this issue shows that public spaces are
places for social interaction and expanding the network of friends.

Furthermore, the results of the research showed that males use these places more
than women, and one of the reasons for the lower presence of women in these places
is the lack of a sense of security and cultural attitudes towards women.
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