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Abstract

Introduction

Human settlements, especially cities, have a complex semantic
Hierarchy. Some neighborhoods and urban areas have positive
meanings and some have negative meanings. Over time, the network
of meanings have taken place in the social sphere of the city as a result
of wvarious events, processes and activities. Understanding its
formation process requires experimental studies. These meanings
guide the spatial behavior of people in the city. Women and children
avoid being in black and male-only places. Young people enter places
where they can experience more excitement. The rich are more
inclined towards well-known places with facilities. The elderly tend to
places with suitable urban furniture. These meanings work for citizens
like signs of prohibited and permitted entry, slow movement, stop and
travel. Jafarabad is the largest marginal neighborhood of Kermanshah.
In the past five decades, various meanings such as hard work,
violence, lawlessness, fearlessness, dynamism, etc. have been formed
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around it. In any case, an intertwined network of meanings has been
built around this neighborhood, and to understand it, we need a
historical investigation to identify the various historical moments in
which these meanings were formed.

Research Question(s)
1. What is the formation process of Jafarabad neighborhood?
2. How is the construction of meaning in Jafarabad neighborhood?

Literature Review

The theoretical approach of this article is based on Rob Shields' theory
of "social spatialization”. According to this theory, people use
different images when facing places. If it is a frequent and continuous
image, it becomes a myth-space and has an effect on people's spatial
practice. As soon as a space-myth is placed in the cultural world, it
acquires an independent life to some extent, and it undergoes erosion
when the reality that produced it is completely lost. Images and myth-
spaces change over time and use other images that are also derived
from reality. The sum of these myth-spaces eventually creates a myth-
place that forms the core of meanings about that place.

Methodology

The research method is ethnography, and the data collection
techniques are participatory observation and interview. Observation
was done in two dimensions as physical environment and interactions.
Twenty-Four people were interviewed through theoretical sampling.
The data were analyzed in three steps as analysis stage (data
management, coding, content analysis, qualitative description of
codes, extraction of patterns, and classification of data); interpretation
(findings of each section are connected to explain the desired
concepts), and report writing.

Results

The poverty of the infrastructure and service facilities of the
neighborhood along with the various activities of the residents in their
daily life has caused a kind of ‘social spatialization’ around the
neighborhood, which is supported by numerous images. 1. The
Jafarabadis' encounter with the ‘Rabbles’ at the beginning of the
formation of the neighborhood led to the creation of the myth-space of
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‘fearlessnes’ and ‘Courage’ in the neighborhood; 2. Immigrants who
were from different clans reproduced the spatial organization of the
clans and added the image of ‘tribalism’ to the meaning system of the
neighborhood. 3. Frequent mass coflict gradually added the concept of
‘violence’ to it. 4. In the last four decades, a dynamic and self-
sustaining economy in the field of waste, livestock sales and chicken
sales started in the neighborhood, which made the morphology of
neighborhood ugly. Therefore, over time, the meanings of the
neighborhood ‘self-founded and dynamic’, ‘landscape disturbance’,
‘hardworking’ people, ‘cheap and available services’ and ‘inadequate
sanitation” were added to the network of previous meanings. It seems
that with the reduction of mass conflicts in the last decade, the images
of ‘economic dynamism’ and ‘hard work’ will replace the central sign
of ‘violence’.

Conclusion

Social life, together with the events resulting from it and the
interaction of people with the environment, creates meaning around
urban neighborhoods. The way of creating infrastructure, urban
governance, urban development processes, economic activities,
historical turning point, employment, interaction with the city, mass
media and politics play a role in the formation of positive and negative
meanings. The meaning is not fixed but changes according to the
circumstances. Over the past five decades, the stereotype of "violence™
has been replaced by concepts of "economic dynamism™ and "hard
work." The wise intervention of urban management can accelerate this
process.

Key words: Image, Jafarabad, Kermanshah, Mass Conflicts, Social
Spatialization, Violence.
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