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Abstract

Social exclusion manifests itself within the educational realm, particularly in
the echelons of higher education. The pivotal role of such exclusion lies in
impeding individuals' access to rights and opportunities, creating barriers
that either thwart their continued participation in the higher education system
or relegate them to the periphery. This study meticulously investigates
educational exclusion within the Iranian higher education system,
scrutinizing the processes contributing to the contextual landscape and the
root causes of student exclusion. Furthermore, employing Grounded Theory,
diverse dimensions of educational exclusion are explored, presenting a thick
description. In the present study, semi-structured interviews with students
and professionals were conducted to discern the facets of educational
exclusion and identify influential factors. The gleaned contexts and
rationales for exclusion encompass contexts, multifaceted family dynamics,
impediments to effective communication, academic interactions, societal
structures, and factors such as financial constraints, disabilities, inadequate
educational policies, and the portrayal of higher education policies as agents
of educational injustice.
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Introduction

Education, particularly higher education, serves a pivotal role in the
realm of social welfare. The Iranian higher education system employs
diverse instructional methodologies. While a substantial number of
individuals enroll in this system, a segment faces exclusion. This
exclusion manifests at both macro and micro levels, presenting a
complex challenge within the educational landscape.

Research Background

Within a domestic piece of research, there has been a notable absence
of independent investigations into educational exclusion. However,
two relevant studies shed light on this issue. Rostaminezhad et al.
(2013) extensively explored the causes of educational exclusion
among students in virtual education centers in their study, "Factors
Associated with Educational Exclusion of Students in Virtual
Educational Centers." The study reports a wide-ranging rate of
educational exclusion spanning from 20% to 80% in virtual education
centers. It underscores the importance of implementing effective
mechanisms to reduce this rate and delves into theories identifying the
factors contributing to students' success in these centers.

Another study titled "Youth, Educational and University
Alienation,” conducted by Zekavati and Ismaili in 2014, aimed to
discover and identify the reasons, causes, and consequences of
alienation within the educational sphere. This study encompasses
alienation from one's academic self, the educational process,
professors and peers, the university community, and the broader
culture and society of the university. The research extends its focus on
migratory behaviors and the brain drain phenomenon, viewing them
through the lens of alienation within society, government, and the
university. A notable outcome of this academic and social alienation is
the observable increase in migratory behavior, commonly referred to
as the brain drain.

In the realm of foreign studies on educational exclusion, a piece
of substantial research has been conducted. Elkan (2014) conducted a
survey titled "Spirit, Loneliness, and Acceptance as Predictors of
Educational Exclusion from Universities,” exploring the reasons
behind educational exclusion. The study posits that dropping out of
university is a burgeoning problem in higher education centers,
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attributing this trend to factors such as solitude, the spirit of attending
university, and interpersonal skills, identified as significant predictors
of students' intention to drop out.

Arakeh et al. (2009) conducted a study titled "Influential Factors
on the Rate of Educational Exclusion from Universities," where they
designed models to measure the risk of educational exclusion based on
students' fields of study. The results revealed specific recurrent
variables among students who dropped out, including the age at which
education commenced, parents' educational background, academic
performance, success, GPA, the number of courses, and the terms
required to complete their education.

Materials and Methods

This study employs Grounded Theory, given that the subject of
investigation lacks prior independent scrutiny and a dearth of
systematic information. The research adopts both purposive and
theoretical sampling concurrently. Concepts derived from coding and
central themes from interviews with students and experts are
meticulously detailed.

Results

The focal point of our study revolves around educational exclusion in
Iranian higher education. The observed exclusion among the
individuals we examined spans from explicit and distinct educational
exclusion to the subjective experience of feeling excluded or, in other
words, internal expulsion. Scrutinizing individuals' narratives about
educational exclusion in higher education leads to the conclusion that
what precipitates dropping out or experiencing exclusion is not the
absence of a certain standard in individuals aspiring to enter or
assimilate into the higher education system. Instead, it is the
inflexibility of higher education coercing students to abandon their
studies or endure the experience of exclusion. This exclusion arises
from the lack of integration of individuals who, in some way, deviate
from its established norms.
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